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OR 
DO YOU 
BELIEVE 
YOURSELF 
SOMEHOW 
QUALIFIED, 


ALLOWING 
SOMEONE WITH 
NO RELATION 
TO THE IMPERIAL 
LINE TO HAVE 
A SAY ON THE 
SELECTION OF 
THE DOORS IS 
ANOTHER MATTER 
ENTIRELY. 


CON- 

VINCING 

LAKAN 
„вт — WILL 
YoU BE NO 
WOULD MEAN 
HAVE NO FEAT, I 
OBJEC- FEAR... 
TIONS 
THEN, 


A CORRECT? 


PLEASE 
REFRAIN 
FROM 
SUCH 
JESTS, 


THE ONLY 
WOMEN TO 
HAVE BEEN 
BROUGHT 
ALONG 
ON THIS 
JOURNEY 
THROUGH 
THE SHRINE 
BEFORE... 


VOU LEAVE 
TO JOIN US 
LAST TIME 
AS ONE OF 
HIS IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY'S 
CHOSEN 
ATTENDANTS... 


THEN 
I SHALL 
JUST HAVE 
TO TAKE 
HER AS A 
CONSORT! 


JUST THINK 
OF THE 
LOOKS 

YOU'D GET 

FROM YOUR 
OTHER 

CONSORTS! 


THIS 
RELAXED 
SIDE 15 
SOMEWHAT 
DIFFER- 
«FROM ENT... 
THE ONE 
WE SEE AT 
THE JADE 
PALACE. 


EMPERORS 


песе METERS... 


ARE YOU 
SURE? 


«AND 
I MYSELF 
AM VERY 
KEEN TO 
KNOW WHAT 
THAT 12. 


+++ YOU 
TAKE 
THE GIRL 
THROUGH 
IN MY 
STEAD. 


APPEARS 
TO HAVE 
A THEORY 
SHE'S KEEN 
TO TEST... 


WHAT 
AN ODDLY 
MERCURIAL 
FELLOW, 
OUR 
EMPEROR. 


ТО SAY 
NOTHING OF 
CHOOSING 
DOORS 
IN THIS 
IMPERIAL 
RITE OF 
PASSAGE. 


WALK IN 
FRONT 
OF THE 
EMPEROR 
WHEN HE 
ISN'T EVEN 
SERVING 
ASA 


ORPINARILX, 
IT WOULD 
BE HIGHLY 
IMPROPER 
FOR 
JINSHI... 


“THOU 
SHALT 
СНООФЕ 
THE RED 
DOOR.” 


LIES 
BEYOND 


YOUR 
ANSWER 
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YOU HAVE 
CHOSEN 
THE 
CORRECT 
PATH. 


IN OLDEN 
TIMES, IT WAS 
rap THE DUTY 

dE BA OF HE WHO 
ĊOULD FT aas НАР EARNED 

THE QUEEN 

WORK OUT 8 MOTHER'S 
THE TRUE 6 Á ) am | | BLESSING TO 
TAKE UP THE 


THE PEOPLE 
FROM ATOP 
THE ROOF 
OF THIS 
WAS SHRINE... 
THEN THE 
SPECTIVE 5 HIGHEST 
„МТН А RULER WAS | | s POINT IN 
CONSORT PERMITTED N: :\ А THE CITY. 
WHO COULD TO TRY 
PICK HER WAY AGAIN... 


CORRECTLY 
THROUGH 
THE SHRINE 
AT HIS SIDE. 


SOMEONE 
Son ELSE 
pcm ENTIRELY 
ME IN THE WHO 
AE COMPLETED 
THE RITE 


BUT AG 
WE CAN 
SEE, IT WAS 


THIS TIME. 


PERHAPS 
YOU 
SHOULD 
ASK HER 
INSTEAD. 


LEAVING 
ALL THE 
HARD 
STUFF 
TO ME, 
EH? 


NATURALLY, 
THIS 19 TO 
OF THE BE ACCOM- 
PLISHED... 


SOMEONE‏ با 


MIND THAT. 

I DEMAND 

AN EXPLA- 
NATION. 


WELL. 
I SHALL 
WAS A BLUE, У: EXPLAIN МУ 
А RED, ANDA р: CRITERIA 


THE ” لد‎ GREEN Door, \ | FOR 
GREEN 21:45 ALONG WITH | `` SELECTING 
DOOR THUS, Ke А SIGN THAT | — THE 

SHOULD'VE ICHOSE | | READ ФО |. DOORS. 
THE BLUE | Å NOT PASS 
ALSO BEEN 
A VALID ONE. ook 5 THROUGH 
OPTION, а 5% ТНЕ RED 
GOING BY а fos DOOR. 
THE SIGN. 


WHO HOWEVER, 


THERE 
PISTINGUIGH ARE SOME | 
PEOPLE... 
BETWEEN | 
THE COLORS 
RED AND 
GREEN. 


+ THEY'D 
PICK THE 
DOOR THEY 
KNEW FOR 
A FACT WAS 
NOT RED. 


THEY'D 
HAVE 
PICKED 
THE GREEN 
DOOR IN 
THE LAST 
ROOM? 


20 BECAUSE 
THEY COULD 
CORRECTLY 
IDENTIFY THE 
WHITE AND 
THE BLACK 
DOORS... 


AND 
BECAUSE 
THEY 
CANNOT... 


- 


SOMEONE FOR THE 
WAS UNABLE NEXT 
TO TELL THE ROOM. 

BLACK AND 
RED DOORS 
APART, THEY 
WOULD PICK 

THE WHITE 

ONE. 


AT FIRST 
GLANCE, 

EACH RIDDLE 

APPEARS TO 
HAVE TWO JA 
CORRECT 

ANSWERS... 


IN TRUTH, 
THERE 19 
ONLY 


I 
IN 
Le e 


ბ 


BASED Ñ 


ОМ ТНЕ 
KNOWL- | 
EDGE THAT [^ I BELIEVE | 
WOULDN'T | THOSE | zs 
BE ABLE دا‎ o 
TO TELL THE КЕ 
DIFFERENCE THE LAST 
BETWEEN КООМ... 
RED AND | 
GREEN. 


...20 WHAT 
DOES THIS 
ALL MEAN? 


| 


THE PROOF 
THAT ONE 15 
BOTH A CHILD 
OF THE QUEEN 
MOTHER AND 
THE SHRINE'S 


и" Ш ПА em 


THE 
CONDITION 
AFFLICTS 


ITS 
... BUT | pr 
IM TOLD COUNTRY 
THAT SOME 
PEOPLE IN m 


ARE 
BORN THE WEST... 


WITH THE 
INABILITY TO 
DISTINGUISH 

BETWEEN 

RED AND 

GREEN. 


THEY WHILE 
GRADUALLY IT МАУ 
LEARN HOW IMPACT 

TO COPE THEIR 

WITH IT, 

AND THE 27-2. 
PEOPLE X 
AROUND 

THEM ARE 

NONE THE 
WISER. 


ACCORD- 


..THE QUEEN 
MOTHER WAS $ ons 
ABLE ТО SEE Сам LEGEND... 
FAR AND WIDE ff а 
IN THE DARK, 

RIGHT? 


WHO HAVE ud 
| GATED 
CAN SEE 5 THIS 
BETTER IN our M À MYSELF 
THE DARK COLORS 5 да 
BECAUSE " 
OF IT. 


ЈР МОМЕ 


THEN IN LINE 
ЯР WHO THRONE i 
72 ME ADVERSELY 
WOULD e dde CHILDREN IMPACT 
لن‎ МЕБРТО RITE OF ALSO DAILY LIFE 
і TAKE Å _ PASSAGE OFTEN ARE PASSED 
კილი > men «ი 
BLOOD LIKE БИНЕ, PARENTS ТО 
я ТНАТ ОР 
BA wär excep. CHILDREN... 
MOTHER. TIONAL 
A QUALITIES. 


`` ` 
Ж У Џ , 
“ ده‎ 


1 
< 


I THINK 


თს THAT MUST PERHAPS 
> BE WHY THAT 15 THE 
2 SECHS REASON THIS 
LEAVE TO SHRINE WAS 

ENTER. BUILT TO 

CHOOSE 


THE NEXT 


IT MUST 


HAVE BEEN 
THE 
QUITE 
DIFFICULT ven 
AR SAYS THE 
WHILE AND HER ar 
BEING PEOPLE TO MOTHER 
COLOR- MIGRATE CAME 

ТО A NEW FROM A 
FARAWAY 


LAND. 


IN THE 


BUT STORX, 
SHE LIKELV THE QUEEN 
MARRIED MOTHER 
THE CHIEF HAP NO 
OF THIS HUSBAND... 


LAND. 


/ IT 
| WAS NOT 

THAT WOULD у cem 

EXPLAIN WHY H UNUSUAL 


' | DILUTE А FOR A 
THIS COUNTRY VPA >. | BLOODLINE | LOCAL 
PRIORITIZES Ge ~ THAT HAD 


N < — LEADER 
THE MALE ` ВЕСОМЕ TO TAKE 


ШМЕ ОР АХ CONCEN- А FOR- 
SUCCESSION. А "WW ти: кэмек 
1 THROUGH As HIS 
GENERATIONS WIFE... 

OF INTER- 

MARRIAGE. 


HOWEVER, 
THE QUEEN 
MOTHER 
AND HER 
RETAINERS 
WERE 
AGAINST 


THIS. 


THUS, 
THEY 
DEVISED 
A MEANS 
NE TO ENSURE 
TO FLOW THAT HER 
THROUGH 80087 
THE 
LEADERS 
OF THE 
NATION — 


ALL THAT 
REMAINED 
WAS THE 

TALE OF 
THE QUEEN 
MOTHER, 

NOW 

REGARDED 
42 FACT. 


EVENTUALLY, 
THOSE WHO 


HAD BEEN 
PRESENT 
AT THE 
TIME 
TURNED 
TO DUST... 


PEACEFUL 
AND PATIENT 
WAY TO 
USURP A 

THRONE. 


HER 
PEOFLE 
BECAME THE 


HEAKT OF THE 


POPULATION, 
BEQUEATHING 
THEIR SKILLS 
THROUGH THE 


GENERATIONS. 


„АМЕР 
PASSED 
IT DOWN 
ORALLY, 
WHERE 
THE TRUTH 
GENTLY 
GREW 
BENT. 


PROCESS, 


MOTHER... 


BY TAKING 
ADVANTAGE 
OF THEIR 
FOREIGN 
ARTS... 


po 


IN THE | 


THEY 
CRAFTED 
THE 
LEGEND 
OF THE 
QUEEN 


| 


-I WOULD 
NEVER GO 
SO FAR AS 
TO ACTUALLY 
SAY ALL 


THAT OUT 
LOUD. 


20 YOU MEAN 


MY 


ТО ФАУ ТНАТ‏ تر و 
THE QUEEN‏ 
WAS NOT МОТНЕЕФ‏ 
RELATED‏ 
NOR MY КЕЧТЕ BLOOD DOES‏ 
GRAND- „ТО THE. NOT FLOW‏ 
MOTHER, . THROUGH MY‏ 
THE EM- VEINS?‏ 


PRESS. 


SHAKE 


» 


WHILE 
А PARENT 
IN å me í 
WHICH THAT TRAIT, Pi 
IT ას or THERE ARE Ë 
PASSED CASES... 
ALONO 
TO THE 
CHILD. 


CHECKS 
WHETHER 


17 
WOULD BE 
A DIFFERENT 
STORY IF THE 
BUT EMPERORS 
THERES MOTHER 
NO WAY HAD BEEN 
OF REALLY UNFAITHFUL 
KNOWING. = 


MOREOVER, 
WHEN A 
BLOODLINE 
GROWS ТОО 
CONCENTRATED, 
IT HAS THE 
ADVERSE 
EFFECT OF 
WEAKENING 
THE BODY. 


PERHAPS 
THIS WAS 


IN 


ADDITION 
OF THE TO THE LATE 
SELECTIVELY COST... MANY EMPERORS 
PRIORITIZING OF HIS SIBLINGS 
THE BLOOD- OTHER DYING IN AN 
LINE TO BE RELA- EPIDEMIC... 
CHOSEN BY «ФШ 


THE SHRINE. kalk ووس‎ 


DISEASE. 


IM 
IMPRESSED 
A GIRL AS 
YOUNG AS 


YOURSELF 
WAS ABLE TO 
SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY. 


I CAN'T 
IMAGINE 


,“ФИЕФ HAVE 
THOUGHT TO 
BUILD THIS 
SHRINE TO 
ENSURE HER 
BLOODLINE 
IF SHE 
HADN'T 
BEEN. 


SAID THAT 
THE QUEEN 
MOTHER 
CAME TO 
RULE THIS 
LAND... 


„BECAUSE 
SHE WAS 
EXTRAORDINARILY 
INTELLIGENT. | 


PERHAPS 
УОЏ SHOULD 
CONSIDER 
ADDING THIS 
LASS TO YOUR 
HAREM, AFTER 
ALL. 


ТНЕКЕ АКЕ 
МАМУ МНО 
WOULD NOT 
LOOK KINDLY 
UPON THAT. 


NOW 
THERE'S A 
THOUGHT! 


ID 
PREFER 
NOT TO 

COUNT 
LAKAN 
AMONG MY 
ENEMIES, 
THOUGH. 


BESIDES 
WHICH, SHE 
NEEDS TO 

FILL OUT 
ANOTHER 15 

CENTIMETERS 
OR 50 IN THE 

CHEST TO 

BE MORE 
TO MY 
LIKING! 


PLEASE 
DO TAKE 
THE 
UTMOST 
CARE. 


TELL МЕ. 


I AM 
AWARE, 
YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


IM 
STARTING 
TO THINK 

HES MORE 
THAN SIMPLY 
A FAVORITE 
OF THE 
EMPERORS. 


IGNO- 
RANCE 
15 5 
ANP ALL 
THAT. 


HOWEVER, 
++ THAT I HAD NO 
I WOULD WAY OF 
COME TO KNOWING 


DEEPLY AT THE 
REGRET TIME... 
THIS A 


FEW DAYS 
LATER. 
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WONDER 
WHO THAT 
OLD MÁN 
AND OLD 

WOMAN 
ARE. 


| ||| 


|| 


SS 


rd 
MOTHER 
MAKING 
THAT 
FACE? 


I CAN'T 
REALLY 
REMEM- 
BER. 


WOMANIIN ТНЕ | 
DREAM WAS МУ С 
GRANDMOTHER, 
AND:THE OLD. 


THEY SAY 
SOMETHING 
BAD 15 
BOUND TO 
HAPPEN 
AFTER ONE 


12 THAT 5 А BAD 
ANYTHING oe n 


MOKE THAN 
SUPERSTI- 


AND 
THE MAN 1 
THOUGHT 
" WAS MY 
ACTUALLY PII 
MY OLDER 


BKOTHEK. 


“IT. WAS А 
EN STRIKINGLY 
MIGHT: CALL < BRIGHT 
AMBER OR: 
BURNISHED: 
YELLOW. 


||| 

||| 

|| rwoweem || 
WHAT THAT || 


ASK SUIREN 
ТО PREPARE 
A HOT BATH 


I CAN'T 
KEEP MY 
SECRET 
FOREVER. 


МАУВЕ 
SHE 
ALREADY 
KNOWS... 


THATD 
CERTAINLY 
MAKE 
THINGS 
EASIER 


EVEN THAT 
GIRL WHOS 
IGNORANT 
ABOUT THE 
ODDEST 
THINGS... 
n. WILL 


PROBABLY 
FIGURE 
IT OUT 
SOON. 


SUIREN 
SHOULD 
BE COMING 
TO WAKE 
ME INA 
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Dowager 
PA 


ТНЕФЕ 
WILL 


BE YOUR 
QUARTERS, 
STARTING 


SHE'S STILL (Не 
HUNTING FOR OR 
BUGS DESPITE 
THAT FIERCE 
SCOLDING 
SHE GOT! 


BUT I 
HEAR THERE'S 
SOME STRANGE 
COURT LADY 
GOING AROUND 
CATCHING BUGS 
AND CACKLING. 


-.THATG 
WHAT SHE 
WAS COL- 
LECTING 
BEFORE? 


I HAVE 
REFRAINED 
FROM 
GATHERING 
LIZARD TAILS 
SINCE YOUR 
ESTEEMED SELF 
FAINTED DEAD 
AWAY THAT DAY, 
ILL HAVE YOU 
KNOW. 


YOU 
WANT TO 
KNOW 
HOW 
SHISUI'S 


KNOW HER. 
SHE'S THE 
A ELUSIVE TYPE 
WHO POPS 
UP WHEN 
YOU LEAST 
EXPECT 
HER. 


XIAOLAN 
HAS STARTED 
USING MORE 

COMPLEX 
WORDS. MUST 
BE THOSE 
CLASSES... 


Т MEAN, 
SHE MUST 
ВЕ ФОМЕ- 
WHERE... 


THEY'RE 
BEING 
EVASIVE. 


MAIDS 


LIKE XIAOLAN 
ARE PRETTY იიი CM 
THEY'RE 
RARE. NOT BEING 
EVERYONE'S CAUTIOUS 
COMFORTABLE 
SINCE THEY 
BEING 7 
DON'T KNOW 
OPEN WITH 7 
ME, AND IM 
ANYONE AND 
EVERYONE ecd 
3 АТТАСНЕР ТО 
А CONSORTS 
HOUSEHOLD. 


ILL GIVE 
YOU THIS IF 
YOU TELL US 
WHAT YOU 
KNOW, 


GAVE IT 
TO ME THE 
OTHER 


— 53 JINSHI 


ДА DAY... Я 
„16 THIS THING 
THAT...HIG IS HARDLY 
PERFUME?! SERVICEABLE 
AS A TOWEL, 


THOUGH. 


I SHALL 
LEAVE THAT 
TO YOUR 
IMAGINATION. 


PRETTY 
SURE THIS 
15 WHERE 

IMET 
2112] 


1 GUESS 
SHE MUST 
BE FOND 

OF THIS 

NORTHERLY 

GROVE. 


IF ONLY 
ID BROUGHT 
SOME OF THE 
MUGWORT OR 
FRESH PINE 
NEEDLES 
WE USE AT 
THE JADE 
I COULD 
HAVE PALACE... 
BURNED 
THEM FOR 
MOSQUITO 
REPELLENT. 


20 YOU 
САМ FIND 
THEM 
HERE 


USE THE 
POWDER 
WITHIN FOR 
MAKEUP... 


-. BUT FOR 


| SOMETHING 


ELSE 
ENTIRELY. 


THE 
FLYING 
INSECTS 
ARE OUT 
IN FORCE. 
MUST BE 
SUMMER... 


WHEN I WAS 

LITTLE, THE 
COURTESANS Å 
AND 1 won? ШІ 
20 OUT AND " 
COLLECT THEIR | la 


с 


N 


SHED 
BEEN 
TRYING 
TO STEAL 
ФО СОМФОЕТ 
те NOT LIHVAS 
ODD THAT POSITION 
SHE WOULD 
AVOID 
FRAGRANCES 
THAT COULD 
POTENTIALLY 
ABORT A 
PREGNANCY. 


THATS 
PROBABLY 
BECAUSE 


XING, WHO 
WAS TRYING 
TO BREW JUST 
THAT, WASN'T IN 
THE HABIT OF 
WEARING ANY 
PERFUME ON 
HER PERSON. 


BUT THAT VERY 
SAME WOMAN 
THEN TOOK 
TO BREWING 
AN ABORTIVE 
POTION WITH 
SUCH FERVOR 
THAT THE 
SMELL OF IT 
CLUNG TO 
HER LIKE 
PERFUME. 


THERE'S 
A GOOD 
CHANCE 
CONSORT 
LIHUA 15 
PREGNANT 
AS WELL. 


EY FOUR-OTLOCK 
FLOWERS ARE 
BOILED WITH 
A MIXTURE 
OF THINGS 
LIKE LANTERN 
FLOWERS, TREE 
А] PEONY, BALSAM, 
N GARDEN PEONY, 
) AND QUICK- 
SILVER... 


ALL 
OF WHICH, 
SAVE FOR 
QUICKSILVER, 
CAN BE 
FOUND 
HERE AT 
THE INNER 
COURT. 


г WERE ALL 
PURCHASED 
FROM AMONG 
THE WARES 
THE CARAVAN 


d HAD FOR 
TM SALE. 


TO MAKE 
THE COUR- 
TESANS’ 
BREW... 


-CONSORT 
GYOKVYO 
ISNT THE 

EMPERORG 

ONLY 

FAVORITE. 


BUT THAT 
WASN'T THE 
ONLY UNUSUAL 
THING ABOUT 
THAT INCIDENT. 


HOWEVER, 
THE 
INGREPI- 
ENTS FOR 
XING’S 
POTION... 


DID ER 
SOMEONE 1 THAT 
TEACH XING, RAISES 

A WOMAN A QUES- 
TION. 
WITH NO 
KNOWLEDGE 
OF MEDICINE, 
TO MAKE 
POISON? 


T 
ТІ! | 


| caer TO № 
R HAVE BEEN 
Å MISTAKEN... 


I DON'T 


| hor 
WANT ТО 87۷ 


ШИ HAVE А BUG № 
| STUCKON e, 


MY HEAD 


Å FOREVER. 


sue сиве || 
LOVES HER «Й | | 
| “ყე ИГ 


INSECTS. ege 
JE 


I 


b 


THIS INSECT 15 ACTUALLY NATIVE TO 
AN ISLAND NATION TO THE EAST! IT MAKES 


1 KNOW 
r SOUNDS BY VIBRATING ITS WINGS! 1 BET 
THEY Look OH! IT STOWED AWAY IN SOME TRADE GOODS 
LIKE COCK- THAT WERE BEING SHIPPED AND ESCAPED TO 


ROACHES, BUT FREEDOM! I BET THEY CAN ONLY BE FOUND 
THEY'RE A HERE, JUST LIKE THOSE 


DIFFERENT > MOTHS МЕ CAUGHT 

SPECIES დ AS BEFORE! 

ENTIRELY, №. 
VÁ 


50 THERE'S 
NOTHING TO 


2 


1 SUPPOSE 
I WOULDNT 
MIND 20 
MUCH IF 
WE WERE 
DISCUSSING 
MEDICINE. 


\ МА \ 
FEW PEOPLE CAN 
STRUT ABOUT THE 


INNER, COURTAWITH, 


A 
d 


) A S м N 
ЛДАР + Se > დ 
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tt SHE HASN'T. 
t CHANGED'A 
BIT: SINCE 
LAST YEARS 


SS YOU D NEVER 
IMAGINE HER iTO: 
ВЕ ТНЕ MOTHER 
“ОҒ. OUR NEATLY. 
USTACHIOE: 


I SUPPOSE 
YOU COULD 
CALL ITA 
CONDI- 
TIONED 
REFLEX. 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
HIDINO? 


ONE OF THE 
; VERY FIRST 
THINGS WE'RE 

гг WHEN- 


> KNEEL AND 
sous АБЫ QUE 
STANDING 


WALKS 
By. 


TECHNICALLY, 
I SHOULD 
BE DOING 
THAT AROUND 
..BUT I JINSHI AND 


BEST De TEND TO GAO SHUN 
BE MORE z ( - AG WELL... 
CAREFUL. ; پو‎ 7 


ქ | І THINK 
THE CLINIC 

15 OVER 
THAT WAY. 


MAYBE ITS 
BECAUSE 
SHE'S THE 
ONE WHO 
STARTED IT. 


IFI 
REMEMBER 
CORRECTLY, 
IT WAS 
AND ESTABLISHED 
ITS BACK WHEN 
STILL THE EMPRESS 
HERE HAD LOTS 
TODAY OF POWER. 


SES A VERY 
COMPASSIONATE 


SO THATS 
WHAT BRINGS 
THE EMPRESS 
DOWAGER OUT 
OF HER WAY 
TO SUCH AN 
UNOFFICIAL 
PART OF THE 
INNER COURT. 


WAS 
ALSO THE 
QUESTION 
OF WHAT 
CONSTI- 
TUTED A 
SLAVE. 


COURTESANS, 
WHO WERE 
PERFECTLY 

LEGAL, COULD 
BE VIEWED 

AS SLAVES ВУ 

THIS LATTER 

DEFINITION. 


IN FACT, 
THIS WAS 
THE VERY 

TOPIC THAT 
BROUGHT 
TOGETHER THE 
MADAME OF 


THE 
SLAVE 
TRADE 
WAS 
JUST 
THAT — 
BUSI- 
NESS. 


A BROAD 
SWATH OF 
ENTER- 
PRISES 
WERE 
UNABLE TO 
RECOVER 
FOLLOWING 
THE 
ABOLITION. 


FROM 
A HUMANE 
STANDPOINT, 
DOING AWAY 
WITH SLAVERY 
WAS A REVO- 
LUTIONARY 
SOCIAL 
REFORM. 
ON THE 
OTHER 
HAND, IT 
HAD A 
MAJOR 
RIPPLING 
EFFECT IN 
SOCIETY. 


IN THE 
zc CASES OF 
mi BUT WHAT  $LAVES 
ЈЕ SOMEONE WHO 
HAD BEEN WERE 

PUT UP AS 


TREATED 
COLLATERAL LIKE LIVE- 


THE PLEASURE 
DISTRICT FOR 
A GRIM-FACED 
DISCUSSION 
SOME YEARS 

EARLIER. 


БОК А DEBT? STOCK, 
| THIS TOO WAS 


A KIND OF 
SLAVERV 
IN THE 
SEMBLANCE 
OF EMPLOV- 
MENT. 


IT WAS 
OBVIOUS 
ENOUGH... 


ON THE 
FACE 
OF IT, 
..BUT SLAVERY 
EVERYONE HAS 
KNOWS BEEN 
IT STILL WIPED 
SS) EXISTS OUT... 
YOU A UNDER 
HOULD = OTHER 
PROBABLY NAMES 
GET BACK / TODAY. 

SOON TOO / 
50 YOU 
DON'T GET 
YELLED AT, 
RIGHT? 


1 WONDER 
HAS IF THE 
SOMETHING EMPRESS 


TO PO DOWAGER 
WITH WHAT VISITING THE 
HAPPENED CLINIC... 

AT THE 
CRYSTAL 

PALACE THE 

OTHER DAY. 


- PERHAPS DOWA- 
MEDICINE OERS 
ATTHE SUPPORT 
INNER 
ს COURT WILL 


IF 20, 
THERE'S 
NOTHING ID 
LIKE MORE 
THAN TO GO 
EAVESDROP... 


GUESS 


«SINCE IT ILL HEAD 
FEELS LIKE BACK 

I CANT DO 

ANYTHING 


RIGHT THESE 


ARE WE 
HAVING 
VISITORS? 


E 
THOUGHT 
SHED 
FINALLY 
TAKEN TO 
PICKING 


BUT 
THE OTHEK ON-ME: 


LADIES ARE 
GETTING 
CALLED OUT 
LEFT AND 
RIGHT 
TOO. 


IT'S BEEN 
SO LONG 
SINCE YOUR 
LAST VISIT, 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 


THE 
EMPRESS 


ЈЕ THE 
RUMORS 
SPEAK 
TRUE 
OF THE 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGERG 
IT MUST 


OUT OF 
OBLIGA- 
ПОМ? 


EXCEPTION- 
ALLY WARY 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
INFORMING 
THE EMPRESS 
OF HER 
PREGNANCY 


BUT 
THIS 15 AN 
AMICABLE 

ATMO- 
SPHERE. 


AM 1 RIGHT IN 
THINKING THAT 
YOU ARE THE 
MAID WHOSE 
EMPLOYMENT 
HERE WAS 
ARRANGED 
BY JINSHIP 


I THINK 
IT MAY 


BE TIME 
FOR THE 
PRINCESS'S 


MAJESTV, 
I DO APOL- 


MAID SHE'D 
FOUND TO BE 


TASK OF HER 
TUTELAGE HAD 
RETURNED TO 


ТЕБЕН THE INNER 


WAS MY 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING A 
LONG TIME 
AGO, YOU 


I HEARD 
ABOUT 
YOU 
FROM 
SHE SUIREN. 
TOLD 
ME THE 


UP TO THE 


COURT. 


WHAT AN 
INCREDIBLY 
PERCEPTIVE 


“СОМФОЕТ Ñ 
GYOKUYOS 
SLIGHTLY 
OLDER FRIEND 
RATHER THAN 
ს HER MOTHER- 
IN-LAW. 


AND 
PRESENT 
WHAT 
APPLIES 
TO A GIVEN 
SITUATION. 
NOTHING 
MORE. 


«SEEM TO 
HAVE A KNACK 
FOR SOLVINO 
ALL KINDS OF 

PROBLEMS, 

FROM WHAT 

I'VE HEARD. 


+. JUST PICK 

AND CHOOSE 

FROM WHAT 

KNOWLEDGE 
I HAVE... 


THAT DIDN'T 
COME 
ACROSS 
AS ME PIS- 
AGREEING 
WITH HER. 


BUT 
I HAVE 
NEITHER 
A WILD 
IMAGINA- 

...NOR THE TION... 
LEARNING 
OF MY 
FATHER. 


SURE, I 
za BUT TOUCH ON 
IBETFA THE TRUTH 
WOULD'VE HERE AND 

GOTTEN TO THERE... 
EVERY ONE 
OF THOSE 
SOLUTIONS 
IN HALF 
THE TIME. 


THATS WHY 
I INGIST ОМА 
DISCLAIMER. 
THESE ARE 
THE WORDS 
I LIVE By. 


FINE TO жы 
USE ONLY | QUIBBLE 


WHAT YOU ქ РЕОМ 
KNOW. 7 N ME. 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 

I WOULD 
۵ LIKE YOU TO 


|| INVESTIGATE 
/ FOR ME. 


1 SUPPOSE 
THATS ONE 
WAY OF 
LOOKING 
AT 77. 


WOULD YOU 
MIND IC WE 
CONTINUE THIS 
CONVERSATION 
ELSEWHERE? 
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Chapter 56 The Late Emperor (1) 


“ы 


AT THE 
INNER COURT, 
HE WAS 
PROBABLY 
BEST KNOWN 
FOR HIS 
PREDILECTION 
FOR LITTLE 


BUT WHILE 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
HAD A 
CONSIS- HAREM 
TENTLY FULL OF 
THE VERY NUBILE 
YOUNGEST 
OF THEIR 
NUMBER HE 
WOULD BED, 
GIVEN HIS 
TASTES. 


NONE 


I HAVEN'T 
HEARD A 
TRAVESTY,” |: SINGLE 
THE GOOD 
FOOLISH THING ABOUT 
RULER. THE LATE 


THE EMPEROR. 
PUPPET 


OF THE 
EMPRESS. 


OTHER 
THAN МУ 
UNFOR- 

TUNATE 


AND THE 
MAN WHO 
HAD BEEN 
FORCED TO 
BECOME 
A EUNUCH 
TO ASSIST 
WITH THAT 
BIRTH... 


IT WAS 
COMMON 
FOR MEN TO 
TAKE YOUNG 
WIVES FOR 
POLITICAL 
REASONS 
OR IN 
KEPAYMENT 
FOR A DEBT. 


IN 
FACT, THE 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 
WAS JUST 
TEN 
OR 20 
YEARS 
WHEN OLD... 
SHE GAVE 
BIRTH 
TO THE 
CURRENT 
EMPEROR. 


AND DESPITE 
THE GREAT SCAR 


THAT MARRED PERHAPS 
HER BELLY, BECAUSE 
THE EMPRESS ... THE OF THE 


DOWAGER WENT CURRENT SACRIFICE 


ON TO GIVE EMPEROR IT TOOK TO 
BIRTH TO THE GREW UP BRING HIM 
ЕМРЕКОК 5 STRONG INTO THE 
LITTLE AND WORLD... 
BROTHER HEALTHY. 


PAST THE ... AND THE 


AGE TO BE EMPRESS BROTHER 
CONSIDERED DOWAGER 17 А YEAR 
A GIRL. WAS JUST OLDER 


SHY OF 30 THAN 
WHEN SHE ME... 
BORE HIM. 


ВИТ 1 COULD 
SOMETHING NEVER SAY 
HAS JUST THIS OUT 
OCCURRED LOUP... 


EMPERORG 
LITTLE 
BROTHER 
TRULY THE 
CHILD OF 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR? | 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYOS 
GOT THIS 
MUCH, THEN 
THE OTHER 
CONSOKTS' 
LADIES-IN- 


mi THE EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 
ARRANGED 

FOR THE 
FOUR PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS TO 

ASSEMBLE IN 

THE GUISE OF 
A VERY FINE 

TEA PARTY... 


eee TYPICALLY 
RESERVED 
FOR THE 
EMPEROR, 
THE EMPRESS, 
AND THEIR 
CHILDREN 
TO RESIDE. 


WAITING ARE 
PROBABLY 
BRINGING 


WE'VE 
BROUGHT 
SO MUCH TO THE 
THAT IT WOMEN OF 
REQUIRES THE INNER 
THREE COURT, TEA 
EUNUCHS PARTIES ARE 
TO CARRY А SORT OF 
IT ALL. COMPETITION 
FOR SHOWING 


WE CAN 
RELAX 
UNTIL THE 
TEA PARTY 
BEGINS. 


CONSORT 
GYOKVYO 15 
IN THE EARLY 
DAYS OF HER 
PREGNANCY, 

20 SHE 

CONTINUES 
TO BE PRONE 
TO BOUTS OF 
SLEEPINESS. | 


SURE SHE'S 
TRYING TO BE 
CONSIDERATE, 

BUT STILL... 


THE 
..BUT PREG- 
А FACE- NANCY 15 
TO-FACE AN OPEN 
EVENT SECRET 
LIKE THIS 
COULD 
INVITE 
TACTLESS 
QUESTIONS 
ALL THE 
SAME. 


THEY RE 
GETTING AT 
THE FACT 
eee THAT ITS 
PREGNANT STRANGE 


WOMAN 70 INVITE... 
TO A TEA 


EACH 
CONSORT 

WAS 
--А COOL PROVIDED |: 
AND AIRY — WITH... | 
PRIVATE 
CHAMBER. 


HMPH. 


JUST WHAT 
IS SHE 
THINKING? 


BESIDES, 
CONSORT 
I DOUBT 
Пу стара CONSORT LIHUA 
NATURE WOULD MAKE 
AS WELL SUCH INQUIRIES 
poca AS ВУ FOR FEAR 
BLOOD. 

HABIT OF | OF THE SAME 
HUMILIATING QUESTIONS 
HER RIVALS. BEING 

DIRECTED 
AT HER, 
THOUGH. 


GOING 
BY HOW 
SHE WAS 
DRESSED 
alt DURING THE 
vr INCIDENT 
UNWISE FOR 2% Mur 
HER TO PICK A 5 
QUARREL WITH 
CONSORT ШТА, 
WHO 15 OF 
SUPERIOR 
BIRTH. 


THE TWO 


WOMEN AVOID 
CONFLICT BY 
HAVING NO 
CONTACT WITH 
EACH OTHER. 


HERSELF 
15 LIKELY 
PREGNANT 
TOO. 


THE FORMER 
FOOD TASTER 
MUST NOT BE 
AS PUSHY AS 
THE OTHERS. 


OUR 
LADY AND 
I SHOULD 
BE EATINO 
THE SAME 

THINOS. 


BANGUET, | 
SHE ONLY 
HAD HER 
HEAD 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
AT HER 
SIDE. 


YOUR 
FOOD- 
TASTING 
SERVICES 
WON'T BE 
REQUIRED 
TODAY. 


IT'S ONE 
OF THOSE 
PARTIES, IF 
YOU KNOW 

WHAT 1 
MEAN. 


MEAN- 
WHILE, 
CONSORT 
8 LISHU... 
EASILY 
JERKED 
AROUND 
BY HER 
ATTEN- 
DANTS... 


EXPECT FROM 
CONSORT 
LOULAN, 
NOR THE ABOUT WHOM 
HOSTESS “71 HAVEN'T 
OF THIS TEA HEARD ANY 
PARTY, THE 


EMPRESS ДИМОКФ, 
CURIOUSLY 
DOWAGER... ENOUGH... 


so 
THE HEAD 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING WILL 
BE EATING 
THE SAME 
FOOD AS 
THEIR 
CONSORTS 
AS А 
COMPROMISE. 


WHAT 
A HUGE 
BOTHER. L. 


СОМЕ TO III m FROM 
WORST, THE K SHOW THE USING 
QUESTION |. D EMPRESS FOOD 


THE 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 

WOULD LIKE 
TO BORROW 
YOU. 


DON’T 
TELL ME 
YET ANOTHER 
PERSON HAS 
COME TO YOU 
WITH THEIR B: 
PROBLEMS? | 


DOWAGER TASTERS 
THEY TRUST HERE... 
THAT WHAT 
SHE 15 
SERVING 
THEM 15 NOT 
POISONED. 


THE 
СОМФОЕТФ 


BUT YOU 
DO HAVE 
A ROLE 
TO PLAY. 


IM 
GUESSING 
YOU САМТ 
TELL ME 
ABOUT IT, 

IN ANY 


you 
WOULD 
DO WELL 
TO AVOID 
BETRAYING 
MY LADY. 


TM 

GLAD WE 

UNDER- 

ID LIKE STAND 
EACH 

OTHER! 


- THE LAST 
THING 1 
WANT 15 
TO HAVE 
YOU FOR 
AN ENEMY, 

LADY 
HONG- 
NIANG. 


CONSORT 
ФУОКИУОФ 
LADIES 
REALLY ARE 
SOMETHING 
ELSE. 


THE LONG 
BUILDINGS 
SURROUNDING 
THOSE WERE 
PROBABLY 
THE QUARTERS 
FOR OTHER 
COURT 
LADIES. 


THIS AREA 
SERVED AG 
THE INNER 
COURT PRIOR 
TO THE INNER 
COURT WE 
KNOW TODAY 
BEING BUILT. 


THIG 
LADY WAS 
ATTENDING 

THE EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 
THE OTHER 
DAY TOO. 


.- MUST'VE 
BEEN THE OLD 
COMPRISED INNER 
OF THESE COURT... 
SIX PALACES 
I CAN SEE, 
WHICH 
Y WOULPVE 
HOUSED THE 
CONSORTS. 


«ВИТ THEY | т ромт 
MAKE A POINT SENSE 
OF KEEPING ANYONE 
IT SPOTLESS. AROUND... 
THERE'S NOT 
20 MUCH AS 
A SPECK OF 
DUST. 


EVEN THE 
GRAVEL IN 
THE 7۳ 
TIONAL DRY 
LANDSCAPE 
GARDEN HAS 
BEEN RAKED 
NICE AND 


WE ARRIVED 
BUILDING WITH HEADING 
A CENTRAL STILL 
CHAMBER FARTHER 
SOMEWHAT 
BIGGER 
THAN THE 


Dem кы 


CZ 


= ა ји تس‎ 


ს کا‎ SANN 


I CAN 
TELL 
FROM А 
DISTANCE 
THAT 
THINGS 
IN DUST. 


STAINED, 
AND EVEN COVERED 


STRANGELY EVERY- 
THE WALLS 
HAVE A 
YELLOWISH 
CAST. 


THE 
FLOOR 15 


FROM 
WHEN 
SHE WAS 
INSTALLED 
AS ALOW- 
RANKING 
CONSORT. 


ALSO WHERE 
HE PASSED 
FROM THIS 

LIFE. 


KA 


“ТО 
BECOMINO FROM 
EMPRESS BEING A 
DURING | MAID... 
THE RULE 
OF THE LATE 
EMPEROR'S 
PREDECES- 
SOR... 


HERE THAT 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
WAS || 
RAISED... | 


«SPENT HAVE IT, 
ALOT OUR LATE 
OF TIME RULER... 
СООРЕР 
ОР НЕКЕ 
WITH HIS 
MOTHER 
TOWARD 
THE END 
OF HIS 
LIFE. 


AFTER 
THE THEN 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 
PASSED, 
HE DREW 
HIS LAST 
| BREATH 
| Su IN THIS 
dg fn VERV 
KA ROOM... 
HER IN 
DEATH. 


| CLAIMED... 


THE LATE 
EMPEROR 

MUST HAVE 
BEEN FAINT 
OF HEART. 


THOUGH 
NOT AG 
LONG 
AS HERS, 
SO WAS 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR, 
HER SON. 


BUT SHE 


| BLESSED AGE OF 


SHUTTING 
HIMSELF 
UP IN THIS 
ROOM 50 
HE COULD 
CLING 
TO HIS 
MEMORIES 


UNLIKE THE 
PEASANTS 
AMONG 
THEIR 
SUBJECTS, 

..THE ИНО WERE 

LATE | THOUGHT 
EMPRESS WIZENED 
DOWAGER ELDERS 

WAS PAST THE 


WITH А 60... 


LONG 


WHEN 

THE LATE 

EMPEROR 

«І TOLD PASSED... 
LADY ANSHI 
THAT THERE 
WERE NO 

SUCH THINGS 

AS CURSES. 


19 THERE АМУ 
EVIDENCE OF 
THIS CURSE? 


THE LATE 
EMPEROR'S 
BODY WAS 
ENSHRINED 

IN THE 
MAUSOLEUM 
FOR A 
YEAR. 


PEOPLE 
BEING 
MISTAKEN 
FOR DEAD 
AND COMING 
BACK TO 
LIFE ISN'T 
ENTIRELY 
UNHEARD 
OF... 


PLUS, 
EVEN 
IF HIS 
TOMB 


WOULD 'VE BEEN jo د‎ ка 
LITTLE REASON „үрер 
TO HASTEN THE Tee 
CONSTRUCTION | ye was 
WITH HIS BODY 
ALREADY 
ENSHRINED. 


THE 
THE LATE = FOLLOWING 
EMPEROR : , YEAR, THE 
LOOKED EMPEROR 
MUCH AS З AND МУ 
НЕ HAD IN - «IN LADY 
LIFE... 2 PREPARA- | WENT TO 
TION FOR RETRIEVE 
BURIAL. THE BODY... 


„АКО EVEN 
HIS MAJESTY 
WAS GIVEN TO 
THINK HIS FATHER 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
REPLACED WITH A 
WELL-CRAFTED 
DOLL. 


BUT 
THEY WERE 
TOLD IN NO 
UNCERTAIN 
TERMS 
THAT IT WAS 
THE LATE 
SAYING THAT 4 WS BODY. 
HIS BODY | 
HADN'T 
DECAYED? 


HOWEVER, 
WHEN THE PAIR 
RETRIEVE THE 
THEY WERE 75 
TOLD THAT BODY, IT HAD 


і WAS TO BE BEEN IN AN 
EXPECTED. UNSPEAKABLE 


INFESTED 
WITH 
AND SHRIVEL 
AWAY WHEN 
LEFT ALONE. 


II 
i a E | Se 
d HE Т ii р gm 
b NT ШЕТІ / | й 
| | | т | Mal | I E x 


i a Hi i 
ЈЕ | ШЕ 


IS A COOL 
EVEN IN THE 
SUMMER. 


OM f ati 


ШШЩ 


= 
ШЕ 
ltz 


OUR 
BREEDING 
MAY DIFFER, 
BUT I CANT 
IMAGINE 
WERE 
MADE OF 
DIFFERENT 


THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
PASSED 


HIS BODY ten 7 ED 
HAs LONG МЯ 22244 
SINCE BEEN : ve 
INTERRED, 
DOWN. 
50 THIS IS , | ი 
PROBABLY THE აგა“ 
TO LOOK 
LAST PLACE ee 
THAT HOLDS | E 
АМУ OF HIS 2 EN 


23 THAT TIME 
MEMORIES. e COMES. 


PARDON МУ 
INSOLENCE, 
BUT MAY I 
ENTER THE 


UNLESS THIS 
MYSTERY 
15 SOLVED 
BEFORE THE 
DEMOLITION, 
THE EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 
WILL LIKELY 
NOT BE ABLE 
TO REST EASY. 


للب دچ Moree‏ 


э *‏ دوو د د د ۴٤‏ 


IMNOT 
SURE IF 
SUIREN 


17 SEEMS 


AND GAO TLL BE 

SHUN WILL SONG 
APPARENTLY SEK TO 

% BEA 3 THAT ROOM 
WITNESS. TOMORROW. 


WITNESS. 


LEAVE 

TO ENTER 

MUST BE 
GIVEN 
BUT BY THE 

I ASSUME EMPEROR 

HIS MAJESTY HIMSELF, 


AIT 


A weie GRANTS IM TOLD. 
SINCE I'VE JUST ABOUT 
BEEN BACK EVERYTHING 
TO STAY THE EMPRESS 
OVER AT DOWAGER 
JINSHIG, REQUESTS 
OF HIM. 


THE 
THOUGHT OF 
HONGNIANG 5 
REACTION 
UPON MY 
RETURN TO THE 


JADE PALACE 
FRIGHTENS 
ME RIGHT 
NOW. 


I CANT 
IMAGINE 
THINKS HONGNIANG, 
TOO KINDLY WHOSE 
OF A WOMAN JOB AS 
OF THE HEAD 
COURT WHO LADY-IN- 
FREQUENTS WAITING 
OTHER 15 TO 
PALACES PROTECT 
YET REMAINS CONSORT 
ALIGNED GYOKVYO... 
WITH NONE 
OF THEM. 


OF 
BUT COURSE, 
NEITHER ID NEVER 
DO I WANT DREAM OF 
TO ASSIST DOING 
HER IN ANYTHING 
GAINING TO HARM 
ADVANTAGE CONSORT 
OVER THE GYOKVYO. 
OTHER 
CONSORTS. 


EVEN š 
IM UNSURE SOME- 
OF WHOSE TIMES... 
SIDE IM 
ON. 


А WHILE ARE 
SINCE YOU YOU DONE 
WERE LAST 7. GETTING 
HERE. FEEL DRESSED? 
FREE TO 
RELAX 
“А TONIGHT. 


JINSHI'S 
PERSONAL 
ATTENDANT 


SUIREN 


ს KON 


ВИТ те 


WELL- 
MADE 
AND 
PRETTILY 
DECO- 
RATED. 


I WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO 
SLEEP A WINK 
FROM WORRY 
IF YOU WERE 
TO SPEND THE 
NIGHT THERE, 
OF ALL 
PLACES. 


30 
ILL BE 
STAYING 

WITH 


E" SUIREN 


HER TWO 
ADJOINING 
ROOMS 
LOCATED IN 
A CORNER 
OF JINSHI'S 
RESIDENCE. 


SOMEONE 
ELSE /5 
OCCUPYING 
THE ROOM 
I USED 
BEFORE... 


I 
WOULDN'T 
MIND 
SLEEPING 
ON THE 
COUCH. 


IF YOU'RE 
IN THE MOOD 
TO READ TOO, 
GO AHEAD AND 
GRAB A BOOK 
FROM THE 


BOOKS ARE 
PRECIOUS. 
I SHOULDNT 
WASTE THIG 
VALUABLE 
OPPOR- 


== 


DIFFERENT 
TASTES. 
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SHE 
MUST BE 
HOLDING 
ON TO HER 
INNER CHILD 
IF SHES 
READING 
IT LOOKS 
OLD, BUT 
ITS BEEN 
LOVINGLY 
PAINTED WITH 
PERSIMMON 
DYE. 


` 


T 

H 
Sk 
NS 
SE 
av 


HE 
HAD EVER 
50 MANY 
TOYS BUT 
50 ONLY PLAYED 


HE LIKED 
secretly ټلو‎ 


ТНЕМ. 


MASTER 
JINSHI'S 


ГР NEVER NOT. 


DREAM OF 

STEALINO 

ANVTHING, 
MADAM. 


- XI MT 
| 


CHILDREN'S 
TOYS? 


FAVORITES. 


WHEN 


ONE GROWS 
ATTACHED TO | 
SOMETHING, | А 
THEY CEASE e ~ 8 
TO LOOK AT 
ANYTHING 
ს \ | 
HE WASN'T ша 
BORN INTO | = 
A POSITION FE EE ex d 
THAT WOULD у ж? WHY 
ALLOW HIM | DID YOU 
TO DO 2 4 TE 
mel | AWAY? 


BUT WE NEEDED 
WHENEVER HIM TO GROW 
WE HID UP, WHETHER 
A TOY HE LIKED IT 
AWAY... OR NOT. 


THAT 

«НЕ WAS HIS 

WOULD CRY MOTHER'S 

INCONSOL- | WISH FOR 
ABLY. ИМ. 


GAO SHUN 
WOULD GO 
TO GREAT 
PAINS TO 
вит BRING НІМ 
NOTHING ONE NEW 
WOULD TOY AFTER 
CHEER ANOTHER... 


FOR IT TO 


TURN THIS DARK THIS DOLL 


FROM HANDS 
OF CARVED 
THAT NEVER 
...HE MUSTVE KNEW DIRT... არტური سو‎ 
PLAYED WITH IT 
CONSTANTLY. DEEP LUSTER 
FROM ALL THE 
HANDLING. 


IVE 


HEARD THAT 
GROWING 
UP IN AN 
CHILDISH OPPRESSIVE 
JINSHI I'VE ENVIRONMENT 
ee GRADUALLY... اش‎ CAN HAVE AN 
¿BEEN SEE INGAR EFFECT ON 
MORE 3 THE HEART. 


JM: ONE 
“FACET OF 
HIS TRUE 
"NATURE. 


AND YET, 
EVERYONE 
AROUND HIM 
INSISTS ON 
TREATING HIM 
LIKE THE BE-ALL 
AND END-ALL OF 
BEAUTIFUL EUNUCHS, 
WHICH MAKES THIS 
EVEN MORE 
ABSURD TO 
CONSIDER. 


mm 


\ 
i 
% 
š 
> 
2 
2 
= 


BECAUSE 
HE GETS 
ME RARE 

MEDICINES 

AND INGRE- 
DIENTS. 


DO YOU 
THINK OF 
MASTER 
JINSHI? 


ANYTHING წ 
YOU'D CARE | 


REACTION | 
ABOUT? TOLD TO 
THROW IT 
AWAY AND 
EVERYTHING, 
BUT HERE 
IT 16. 


- TOUCH 
THIS 
STONE? 


I WONDER 
WHERE HE 
FOUND 


YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 
PICK IT 
UP WITH 
A TOWEL. 
ITS JUST A 
PEBBLE. 


DID YOU 
TAKE THIS 
FROM HIM 

RIGHT 


ROCKS OH 
PICKED UP YES. 
OFF THE 
GROUND 
ARE QUITE 
DIRTY, YOU 
KNOW. 


HOW 
DID НЕ 
PICK UP 
SUCH A 
THING 
IN THE 


FIRST 
PLACE? , 


SIR JINSHI 
WAS BROUGHT 
TO THE INNER 
COURT WHEN 
HE WAS А 
CHILD? 


BUT WHAT 
DOES THAT 
HAVE TO DO 
WITH THE 
STONE? 
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I HAVE А 
THEORY... 


ALL WILL 
BECOME 
CLEAR 
TOMORROW, 
THOUGH. 


1 REALLY 
DIDN'T WANT 
TO MAKE A 6 
DEAL OUT OF 
THIS SINCE 
THINGS GET 
AWKWARD 
WHEN MY 
» HUNCHES ARE 
WRONG... 


Chapter 57 


N 
\ 


1 KNOW 
THAT MOLD 
ALONE ISN'T 
TO BLAME 
FOR THIS 
STRANGE 
OPOR. 


AN 


ASSORT- 
MENT OF 
BRUSHES 
WITH FLAT ۶ 
EA 


> | THOUGHT 


DID 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR 

TAKE UP 
PAINTING 
ASA 
HOBBY? 


HE 
PAINTED 
ME JUST 


აჭ 


م 


== = ” 
OUR SECRET y m 
BECAUSE IT | 
WOULD ВЕ 
ТАКЕМ АМАУ 
FROM HIM IF 
ANYONE ELSE 
FOUND OUT. 


Å HE APPEARS 
| SERENE ОМ 
THE OUTSIDE, 
BUT 1 THINK 


175 
А TIC 
OF HIS 
IVE ONLY 
RECENTLY 
NOTICED. 


HE MUST BE 
SHAKEN. 


19 THIS 
WHERE HE 
PAINTED? 


HOWEVER, 
ONCE THE 


LATE EMPEROR Y 


MADE A HABIT 
OF COMING 

IF HERE, HE 
ANYONE WAS ALWAYS 
KNOWS, ATTENDED BY 


THE SAME 
id SERVANT. 
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I DONT 
KNOW ALL 
THAT MUCH 

ABOUT 

THE LATE 

EMPEROR 


„ „МОК РО 

| 1 CARE TO 
KNOW MUCH 
MORE THAN 

1 ALREADY 


DO... 
...ВИТ I 


NEED MORE 
INFORMATION 
IF IM TO 
GET TO THE 
BOTTOM 
OF THIS 
“CURSE.” 


I BELIEVE 
HE WORKS 


BRISTLES 


ARE MUCH 
STIFFER 

AND THEY THAN 1 

HAVE THAT IMAGINED. 


DISTINCTIVE 


THERE ARE 
PIECES OF 
SOMETHING 


4.2. | Y RESEMBLING 
- თა as 
SWEETS ALL 
c ДОКЕ OVER THE 
` С 3 | vesperareıy OVER ТНЕ 


TO CLEAN 
THEM UP. 


SPRING, AS | 


IF IT WERE 
SOMETHING COVERED 
WAS PAINTED IN THICK 
, ON THE PAPER. 


SURFACE TO 
STRENGTHEN 
IT 


| | ( | 
THIS 


ROOM 
_ APPEARS 
SIMPLE... 


1 HAVE MOST LIKELY à | 


A ROUGH BECAUSE ITS 
IDEA OF ALREADY PLAIN, 
WHAT THE UNORNAMENTED 
"CURSE" IS WALLPAPER... 
NOW... 


I THINK I 
MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO 
PUZZLE OUT 
ONE MORE 
RANDOM 
THING FROM БЕК — 
ALL THIS... > 


ОЕ 
SUCH АМ 
IMPORTANT 
PERSONS 
QUARTERS 


UNTIL JUST A 
FEW YEARS 
AGO? 


WAS THIS 
OLD MAN 
REALLY 
ENTRUSTED 
WITH THE 
CARE... 


SERVANTS 
WERE 
ESSEN- 
TIALLY 
STATE 
SLAVES. 


IF THEY 
WORKED 
HARD 
inne ENOUGH, 
THEY WERE 
ABLE TO 
EARN THEIR 


UNFOR- FREEDOM 


TUNATELY, 
MANY 
WERE 

HORRIBLY 

ABUSED. 


WORK 
OFFA 
TERM OF 
SERVICE. 


50 
SOMEONE 
IM WHO CAN'T 
SURE SPEAK 
A FAIR WOULD 
FEW HAVE МАКЕ AN 
NONVERBAL IDEAL 
INDIVIDUALS SERVANT. 
IN THEIR 
EMPLOY. 


THIS 
MAN WAS 
ONCE A 
GOVERN- 
MENT- 
OWNED 
BOND 
SERVANT. 


NOBLES 
OF THE 
COURT LIVE 
THEIR LIVES 
UNDER THE 
WATCHFUL 
GAZES OF 
OTHERS... 


WHEN YOU 
CLEANED 
THIS ROOM, 
DID YOU 
HAPPEN 
TO COME 


NO RE- 
SPONSE. 


DOES 
HE NOT 
WANT TO 
TALK TO 

A YOUNG 
GIRL LIKE 
МЕР 


I THINK 


{ SOMETHING 


HAPPENED 


I PEEL 
OFF THIS 
WALL- 
PAPER? 


123 


BUILDING 15 | 

SOON TO BE | 

DEMOLISHED |, 
ANYWAY. 


DO WHAT 
YOU MUST 
IF YOU THINK 


IT WILL HELP 
А US DISCOVER | 
THE TRUTH. 


NO 
WONDER 
IT WAS 50 
PLIANT. 


Л | де IF THE 
1 ÍPAINTING:15 ^ í 
| APPEALING TO | 7 
U) THE VIEWER /5/” 
AND.TRYING | | 


" 


TO CONVEY Á 
SOME HIDDE, | 


_ ОК THE 
TECHNIQUE. 
გ Y 


JUST 
TO STAND 
ATOP THE 

NATION. 


BUT 
I THINK 
HE LIVED 
AND DIED 
UNABLE 
MAKE 
USE OF 


HIS TRUE 


GIFTS... 


DON'T 
CARE 
ABOUT 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR | 
NATURE. 


17 

REMINDS 
ME OF THE 
PAINTING I 
SAW LAST 


THOUGH 


Å IT HAS ЈАН 
THATS THIS DEGRADED | ! 
THE STONE PAINTING FROM BEING 
I FOUND IN (RA 
SNE MUST HAVE COVERED UP | |! | Ў. ~ 
JINSH ORIGINALLY WITH WALL- |||, 
WICKER | BEEN A PAPER... ' 


TRUNK. | FAR MORE 
| VIBRANT 
YELLOW. 


COMBINED 
A PIGMENT 


THIS 


PARTICULAR WITH A 
AS LIQUID. 
PIGMENT 
THE NAME 
15 CALLED 
WOULP ORPIMENT 
SUGGEST, 
E YELLOW. 
MADE BY 
CRUSHING 
ORPIMENT 


STONES. 


М _ 


ORPIMENT 
IS A MINERAL 
THAT CONTAINS 
ARSENIC, AND 
IT'S JUST AS 


AND 
ARSENIC 
IS KNOWN 
TO SLOW 
DECAV. 


BUT THE 
FACT THAT 
A YOUNG 
JINSHI 
PICKED 
UP AN 
ORPIMENT 
STONE AT 
THE INNER 
COURT... 


-- ALONG 
WITH THE 
WARPED 
TEXTURE 
OF THE 
BRUSHES 
STREWN 


AROUND 
. CAVE THIS 


RISE TO ROOM... 


"| ANOTHER 
POSSI- 


BY THE 
TIME OF HIS 
PASSING, ІТ 
HAD LIKELY 
CIRCULATED 

THROUGHOUT 
HIS BODY. 


AT FIRST, 
I THOUGHT 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
MIGHT'VE 
BEEN UN- 
WITTINGLY 


WHERE ITD 
BEEN USED 
TO DECORATE 
WALLPAPER 


THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
MUST HAVE 
GRADUALLY 
ABSORBED 
OVER THE 
THE LONG ARSENIC... 
PERIODS 
OF TIME 
HE SPENT 
IN THIS 
ROOM. 


ს AND ФО, THE: 2 
ქ CARETAKER, EMPEROR— ``: Й 
A e THE MOST. 
POWERFUL | HOBBY 
MAN IN THE ЗА دا‎ dee 
RAVNE Is ы THAT'S HOW 
ALREADY. жі EVERYONE 
BEEN ДБА . WOULZ'VE 
SEEN IT, 
РИВВЕГ А GN 
FOOL: wriet 


TOOK TO ` Ñ 
PAINTING. IN... 
ESECRET.7 = 


MUST BE MELDS 


THE теа Y 
WALL | MAN 
THERE STILL / M | | | FI 
| al | 
MORE ТО THE ||, | ||| NEM ÁN 
V^ PAINTINGS TOUCH. || || \ | 


BENEATH ს / | 
THIS ONE. | 


1 REALLY 
WANT TO 


დ ARE CANDY- 
لا‎ PROBABLY LIKE 
| 2 | RESINOR FLECKS 
~ 2. TN GLUE MADE ALL 

зі FROM OVER THE 
os BOILED- FLOOR... 
— POWN 
ANIMAL 


THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
ACQUIRED 

ALL HIS 

PAINTING 


SUBSTANCES 
IMPROVE THE 
ADHESION OF 
PAINT TO 
PAPER. 


"Al WHILE. PAINT 

| BRUSHES САМ 
// BE MANAGED. 
WITH ANIMAL 

NA HARE 


ARENT АНЯ NN 
“TOO EASILY AN 


TO 
SPECIALLY 
SUPPLY 


+ По «SOMEONE 


WENT OUT OF 
NES THEIR WAY... 


j р P J f 
„>. AW Pin THE LATE 
ТНЕУ i / > X] EMPEROR 
MUST HAVE) e НА თ "HAD. NO 
SEEMED TO Lë" X. INTEREST 
HIM A, GREAT. 
| LOOMING NA A Ç WOMEN. 
SHADOW 
FROM \ 1 
WHICH HE | | SA 
COULD NOT! | А PA 
T ESCAPE: ==“ ¿E 
| +. d PE 7 ო 


WOMAN. 
u IN THIS 

PAINTING... | 

KNEW... | 


75 


ТНА 
WHY SHE 
GATHERED 
POWER TO 
HER HAND, 
BECOMING 
NIGH AN 
EMPRESS 
HERSELF... 


TO PROTECT | 
HER CHILD ом | 
THRONE 


THE 


3 

TI 
SS 
Бу 
Qu 
IF 


HOW 
IKONIC, 
THEN. 


THAT 
THE LAST 
THING SUCH 
A FIERCE 
MOTHER 
BESTOWED 
UPON HER 
BELOVED 
SON. 


Nd 


„FROM RECEIVE 
THE THEN THE 

EMPRESS MATERI- 
DOWAGER ALS... 

AND GIVE 
THEM TO 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR. 


NEITHER 


ABOUT THE 


WITHIN. 


SHE 
SEEMS 
ALMOST TO 
BE POSING 
QUESTIONS 
TO SOMEONE 
UP THERE 
BEYOND THE 
VAST BLUE 
SKY... 


PERHAPS 
LEARNING 
THE TRUTH 
HAS MADE 
HER SENTI- 
MENTAL... 


mm. ж 


Аққа 
ies 


or / 
SA 
ლ 
ei 
sn 
~ 
[SJ 
E 
A 


THE, PALACE ` 
GIRL NAMED 


E ОМАО HAS. 
~ ee | GIVEN ME THE 
SHE МАУ | > ANSWERS I ` 
HAVE EVEN “SOUGHT AND ` 
ТОР ME | “THEN SOME. 
С MORE THAN. „ა... 
I STRICTLY. | 
NEEDED ОК 
WANTED.TO . 


KNOW. U 


HOW I 
SEETHE 
WITH 
RAGE 
RIGHT 
NOW. 


THE 
PAINTING 
MAY MAY HAVE 
BE ONE РАРЕР, 
OF THE BUT HER 
GIRLS LARGER- 
THAN-LIFE 
PAINTING PRESENCE 
A REMAINS AS 
STRONG AS 
# е EVER. 


KY 
| 


Y 
Al 


E) PERHAPS ს қ თ 
| I WASN'T 
М EVEN /N- A A — а 


/ CLUDED. 


END, I WAS 
NOTHING 
MORE THAN 
A PASSING 
INTEREST 
TO HIM. 


| 5 263... 
THE ONLY |. i 
REASON |5 M 


IHAVE VAR 
THIS LIFE (^S 
AS THE 一 
EMPRESS زرا‎ 
DOWAGER. 


1 HAD МУ 
FIRST BLOOD 
EARLIER THAN 
MOST GIRLS 

MY AGE. 


DESPITE THAT, 
1 STILL НАР 

CHILDLIKE 

FEATURES. 


THERE 


WHO WERE 
FELL SOME 
INTO THE WHO 
CLUTCHES ЗУМРА- 
ОЕ ТИЕ THIZED 
LATE WITH THE 
EMPEROR YOUNG 
GIRL... 


MY FATHER 
WAS A CIVIL 


1 ALREADY 
KNEW ALL 


ABOUT THE 
EMPERORS 
TASTES. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Џ 


SHE WAS MY 
UNAWARE OF, 2 OLDER HALF; 
OUR FATHERS, SISTER WAS, 

/ INTENTIONS || INSTALLED А5 «о 


„ს | AIMIP-IANKING RS 

KND CONSORT, AND год. 
); WAS SENT TO1THE NX 

NÅ INNER COURT’AS — 
Ц | HER LADY-IN- 

| WAITING مس‎ 

Г] x 052 


| / AND SIMPLY 
(> /AWAITED 

/ WITH GREAT 

L BAGERNESS THE | 

VISIT, OF THEL | 

| EMPEROR SHE) 

50 ADMIRED.|! 


D 


წ 


ი 


BUT THE 
HANDSOME 
EMPEROR = 

WAS CLEARLY 
UNINTERESTED 
IN THIS 
MEETING... 


МГ НАР, 
THEJAIRIOB 

'ATMANÍWHO, 
HADIBEENE 


— MOVED TO 
| | TOUCH 


...20 
SHE 
DIDN'T 

PICK UP 

ON IT. 


AH 
MAE 
THE MOST 

POWERFUL 

PERSON IN 
ALL-THE 
LAND. 


am 42 AVAL ქრ 
МВ ~ 


JN М та 
SHOULDIHAVE 
ФОМЕПО ИЗД 
АКЕ | қ MISTRESS GA 
> \ ue | 
RIGHTZ o APOLOGIZED Busch 
TO HIS 
MAJESTY 
FOR HER 
DISCOURTESY. 


ANN SAWS NSA 


BUT 
ი IN THAT 
Su: MOMENT, I 


CAUGHT HIS 
MAJESTYG 
EYE JUST AG 


SURELY AG 
HE CAUGHT 


Z, AN 
OVERLY 
AMBITIOUS 
GIRL OF 

TEN. 


THREE 
NEW 
AREAS 
WERE 
BUILT TO 
HOUSE 
THEM. 


TO A 
EMPRESS 
TO АССЕРТ РО? 
HIM AS HER 
GRAND- 
SON. 


AND 
BANISHED 
THE COURT 
PHYSICIAN 
WHO WAS 
THOUGHT 
7O BE THE 
CHILD'S 

FATHER. 


AS THE |; 
NUMBER OF | 
RESIDENTS 
GREW AND 
GREW... 


DURING 
THIS PERIOD, 
I REGULARLY 
FOUND 
MYSELF 
IN MORTAL 
DANGER. 


ERA 


THERE 
ONCE 
WAS A 
CONSORT 
mBUT д შედ. 
THE LATE “24 
EMPEROR = 
WOULDN'T 
ACKNOWL- 
EDGE THE 
CHILD... 


THEREAFTER, 
SEVERAL 
YOUNG GIRLS 
ENTRUSTED 
WITH A SIMILAR 
MISSION CAME 
TO THE INNER 
COURT. 


THESE WERE 
CONSTRUCTED 
AROUND THE 
SAME TIME 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
ASCENDED 
THE THRONE. 
THEY ARE 
NOW PART 
OF WHAT 
WE CALL THE 
SOUTHERN 
GROUNDS. 


«WAS 
CASTRATED 


FOR THAT SOLE pROLE- 


PURPOSE, AND 


THE THOUGHT OF on my 


THAT PAINS ME 
GREATLY. 


A MAN WHO 
COULD ONLY 


HOLD A CON- Å 


VERSATION 
WITH LITTLE 


THE 
DURE 
BELLY... 


THE LATE 


EMPEROR 
STOPPED 
COMING 
TO VISIT 
МЕ. 


TIME 
PASSED, 
AND NO 
LONGER 

DID I 
LOOK 
LIKE А 
YOUNG 

GIRL. 


EXISTED 
7O BE THE 
PUPPET 
OF THE 


EMPRESS, 


NOTHING 


BUT THE 
INCIDENT 
WITH THE 
BANISHED 
PHYSICIAN 
CHANGED 
THAT. 


PHYSICIANS 
AT THE INNER 
COURT WERE 

THE ONLY 
MEN EXEMPT 
FROM BEING 

CASTRATED 

AT THE 
TIME. 


1 COULD 
NOT LET 
SUCH A 
WRETCH 
FORGET 
ME. 


THERE ARE 
SOME WHO 
SUSPECT 
THAT MY 
SECOND 
CHILD 
HAS A 
DIFFERENT 
FATHER... 


ALL 
THOSE 
GIRLS 

HED 


| | IM 


LAID HIS | 


HANDS 
ON... 


Y 


B 


NO AMOUNT 
OF TORMENT 
COULD EVER 
COMPARE TO 
THE NUMBER 
OF SCARS 

HE'D LEFT ОМ 
THEM, BUT OH, 
HOW I MEANT 


AND SPAT 
POISONOUS 
CURSES INTO 


ქ HIS EAR OVER 


AND OVER, 
WHILE HE 
COWERED AND 
BEGGED FOR 
FORGIVENESS. 


1 WANTED 
TO LEAVE AN 
INDELIBLE 
MARK ON 
AIM, MORE 
PROFOUND 
THAN EVEN 
HIS MOTHER, 
THE GREAT 
EMPRESS. 


SOON 
AFTER, 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
BROKE 
I HAVE DOWN AND 
МО WISH TO RETREATED 
| PURSUE THE INTO THIS 
| QUESTION CHAMBER. 
OF WHO 
| | И | | | WAS TO 


||. | M 1 jl 


| IEN hu | A 


ULTIMATELY, 


BUT И6 Буве 


MOTHER THE WHILE SHUT 


UP IN THIS 
ROOM, 
I DOUBT 
THAT MAN... 


AND A 
GUILELESS TUNG... 


LITTLE 
GIRLS. 


HOW 
DID THAT 
PAINTING 

LOOK 
AGAIN? 


€ 


N PAINTED MER Ў; 

და A kuer THE 7% 
= ТИЕ PAPER |Ң Й “ONCE. 

== WITH HIS ANGI 

BRUSH... სა. 


I DIDN:T: 
NEED 
THE LATE 
EMPEROR 
ANYMORE... 


«JUST AG 
HE DIDN'T 
NEED ME. 


— 


EVENTUALLY, 
ТОРИ 
LADY-INz 
WAITING 
TO THROW, 
IT: AWAY. 


WHEN І 
BELIEVED 
MY CHILD 
MIGHT BE IN 
DANGER. 


-HE'LL 
ALWAYS 
BE DEAR 
7O ME. 


THAT YES. 

MUST 

HAVE 

BEEN А LONG 
OVER GO p TIME 
TEN САМЕ то AGO... 
YEARS ; SEE US, 

AGO DIDN'T 

NOW. HE? 


REMEMBER 
PICKING UP 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
BACK THEN. 


THIS 19 
APPARENTLY 
KNOWN AS 
“ОЕРІМЕМТ.” 


SUIREN 
FINALLY 
GAVE IT 
BACK TO 
ME THIS 
MORNING. 


KON:PLAVINO K= 
WITH A 
| | ; ў à éi КОМО TIME 
| AGO, I 
INSTRUCTED 


> SUIREN... 


221 
AVOIDED 7 
MEETING REALIZING 


OW 
SEARCHING 
24265 THAT йде," 
SEEMED TO 1 
BE TRYING 
TO MAKE 
SENSE 
OF МУ 
MOOD. 
158 


BECAUSE 


OF THAT, 
HE MANAGED 
ТО MATURE 
FASTER THAN 
I THINK MOST... 
I'VE SEEN 
HIS WORK » WHILE 
ONCE REMAINING 
BEFORE. А CHILD AT 


HEART. 


IM SURE 
I PICKED 
UP THAT 
STONE... 


-. BECAUSE THE 
IT REMINDED PICTURE 
ME OF THAT WAS ОР 


„ром ^ YOUNG 


IN SOFT GIRL... 
COLORS. 


PAINTING. 


YOU USED TO 

LIKE WEARING 

THIS COLOR, 

DIDN'T YOU? 
THOUGHT 
I TOLD 
HER TO 
GET RID 
OF IT... 


I COME 
FROM А 


THAT'S PLACE THAT 
THE ONLY ---HAP- | THEIVES ON 
REASON 1 РЕМЕР, THE TRADE OF 
WORE THE MOKE TURMERIC, 
COLOR 50 OFTEN ` AND THE 

MUCH. THAN CLOTHING 


NOT, I BROUGHT 


TOBE FROM HOME... 
YELLOW. 


19 THE 
WOMAN 
IN THAT 

PAINTING 


THE LATE 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER? 


WHAT WAS 
HE TRYING 
TO TELL ME 
BACK THEN? 
I WONDER... 


1 CHOSE 
x. NOT ТО: 


++" I ANYHOW, | 
YOU "7.7.7 NEVER |“ 


SEEM 。 .| MIND 
TO HAVE .. 
YOUR EYE 
ON A MOST 
INTERESTINO 
YOUNG 
LADY. 


.HAPPENS 
TO BE 
VERY 
USEFUL. 


YOU'D 

BE WISE 

TO HIDE 
AWAY YOUR 
FAVORITE... 


..BECAUSE 
I'VE WATCHED 
YOU GROW UP 

OVER THE 

YEARS. 


. BEFORE 
SOMEONE 
HIDES HER 
FROM YOU. 


THE APOTHECARY DIARIES е End | 


Dä 


Аққа 
les 


) 2 Thanks for reading 
The Apothecary Diaries, Volume 11! 


’ 
C et When drawing the manga, 1 always try to 
FANG imagine how the characters would move if 
۶ they were animated. I wonder how ПУП look 


A when they're moving in an actual anime! 
0 T wonder if Nanao's composition and 
ANM my drawings will be used? +, 
T'm really looking forward to seeing it! 
« Everyone get hyped!! 


From the artist, 
Nekokurage 


Author: Natsu Hyuuga 
Light novel illustrator: Touco Shino 
Manga Artist: Nekokurage 

D The editor 
You, the readers | 
Thank you always! (€) S A 

Itsuki Nanao, AS) 

the compiler 


INNER COURT ETIGUETTE 


ONE OF THE 
VERY FIRST 
THINGS WERE 
2 en NEEL AND 
ВЕ wise Ñ ЕЕ BOW OUR 
TO HIDE { ОР HIGHER HEADS... 
AWAY YOUR ENDING 
FAVORITE | | 
BEFORE 
SOMEONE 
HIDES HER 
FROM YOL. 


THOUGH ITS 
THE MOST 
BASIC OF 

THE BASICS, 
I OFTEN 
NEGLECT 
THIS RULE. 


CAREFUL 
ABOUT 


wF 


Story by Itsuki Nanao Art by Nekokurage 


WHY DID 
HE STOP 
WALKING? 


HE CANT 
POSSIBLY 
EXPECT 
ME TO PO 
MORE THAN 
THIS. 


IT 15 AN 


THIS DAY, 
SIR JINSHI. 


WHY 
19 SHE 
d SUDDENLY 
GROVELING 
ON THE 
GROUND? 


WHAT 
15 THE 
MEANING 
OF THISP 


WHAT IM 
SUPPOSED 
TO DO 


YOU'LL BE 
COMINO 


MĦA | WITH ME 
THIS EVE, : | V TONIGHT. 
WE SHALL · 
BE TELLING 
13 STORIES 
THAT WILL 
CHILL YOU 
TO THE 
BONE. 


У I WAS 
NW INVITED 
| то во 

| HUNTING 


FO TLL 
BE "TAKING 
HER BACK" 

FOR THE 
NEXT FEW 

DAYS. 


| 


ў 


AS Mu 


Аққа 
ies 


THIS 
MUST BE THE 
SOURCE OF 
THE RUSHING 
WATER 1 


WHAT A 
BREATH- 
TAKING 
SIGHT ТО 
BEHOLD. 


AGR 
y) a 


BROUGHT i 
WATER í | L | 

FROM THE | ““ Ç @ET YOU 

«20 y KITCHENS... | COOLED 


SEEMS TO 
BE A WHOLLY 
UNFORESEEN 

SITUATION, BUT 
HE'S KEEPING 

A COOL HEAD, 


IF THIS 
GIVES 
YOU A 

START! 


Aiea 
ies 
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